The Prometheans

(A Philadelphia Theater Experiment)

Mission:

The mission of this project is twofold: to bring the talented NYC theater community to the Philadelphia area, and to create a theater piece for the common audience.

I am currently a New York theater artist with a great love of the community in NYC, but with strong roots in my hometown of Philadelphia. This piece is a new type of theater experience that shares the pulse and energy I associated with the city of Brotherly Love. Philadelphia is the most appropriate setting for this performance. The content and presentation of this piece tap into the Philadelphia spirit of perseverance against powerful challenges.

Much of theater today either gears either towards an elite audience or to an audience looking for spectacle and immediate satisfaction – rather than complex and meaningful theater. This piece will involve complex ideas presented through music and dance that impact the audience’s primal impulses and emotions. The piece itself charts a journey of struggling to grasp the ungraspable.

A secondary mission of this performance is to contribute to an affordable theater community. Theater has become understood as an expensive night out, that has to be planned in advance. The Prometheans will be theater that an audience can attend on a whim – with no maximum audience seating, free admission, and an accessible setting.

Concept:

The Prometheans is a theatrical event, held in Philadlephia, that combines three major pieces of source material:

· The music of Overunderground (a Philly based band) will be the bulk of the source material. It was the inspiration for the piece. Their first album has a sort of apocalyptic thru-line, which seems to line up nicely with the ancient Greek myth of Prometheus, the second piece of source material.

· According to myth, Prometheus created humankind, stole fire from the Gods for his creations, and was then punished for it. I think the myth is appropriate today because we are a generation that is done being ambivalent and ready to change the world and do something daring in the face of destruction…like stealing fire from the Gods.

· The third piece of source material is a series of 24 short poems called the Mythistorema by George Seferis. He is a modern Greek poet contending with the struggle between staying rooted in the rich history of myth in Greece and finding a way to reinvent that today into the new myth.

This piece will combine the musical material of Overunderground with the plot of the myth of Prometheus and look at it through the lens of Seferis’s Mythistorema.

This piece will live somewhere between a poetry reading, concert, dance performance, and traditional drama. There will be direct address, moments of voyeurism for the audience, and emotional moments of music, with musicians who are present and part of the theatrical event. The Prometheans defines a new theater paradigm, presenting a dynamic interpretation of the “New Myth.”
Logistics:

The workshop will take place from August 14-16, 2009, in Philadelphia, with a cast and crew of about 20 talented New York City artists.
Contact:

Rob Heller

267-625-1427

hmtrebor@yahoo.com
